[Preliminary data on possibilities for the early detection of risk for primary liver carcinoma in chronic HBsAg carriers].
The investigations on the risk of hepatocarcinogenesis in the HBsAg chronic carriers have suggested that the early detection of primary liver carcinoma requires epidemiological and laboratory follow up of their state of health. The preliminary results of the comparative investigations of 103 HBsAg carriers detected among blood donors and 93 controls without HBsAg are presented. Epidemiological inquiries, clinical examinations and laboratory tests (HBsAg, serum alpha-fetoprotein, alkaline phosphatase, gamma-glutamyltranspeptidase, glutamic-pyruvic transaminase, proteinogram, siderophilin, immunoglobulins M, A, G) were carried out. Elevated levels of alpha-fetoprotein, alkaline phosphatase and gamma- glutamyltranspeptidase were recorded in carriers as compared to controls (38.8% and 86%, respectively). The elevation of the levels of liver damage markers was significantly correlated, in the HBsAg carriers, with the carrier state over 3 years and less with the age-group. In the case of two carriers with elevated levels of alpha-fetoprotein (> 600-> 1,000 ng/ml) ultrasonography confirmed the suspicion of primary liver carcinoma.